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Introduction

The European Coordination

Let’s Liberate Diversity! (EC-
LLD)draws its origins from the
annual gatherings on cultivated
biodiversity known as the Let’s
Liberate Diversity! Forum. Since
the first edition in Poitiers, France,
in 2005, the Forum has travelled
across Europe and become a
reference event for those working
on seeds and agrobiodiversity.

It rests on a simple principle:
agrobiodiversity should not merely
be preserved but actively used,
because the dynamic management
of cultivated diversity is what keeps
it alive and able to respond to a
changing world.

The 15th edition was co-organised
and hosted by Rete Semi Rurali, the
[talian EC-LLD member, and held
within the “72 Hours of Biodiversity”
at the Castello dell’Acciaiolo in
Scandicci, near Florence, Italy.
Marking the handover from SEED
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Luxembourg, host of the 14th
edition, it brought together 117
participants from 34 countries
across Europe and beyond —
including the United States, Mexico,
Argentina, Peru, Armenia, Georgia
and Central Asia.

The programme featured nine
thematic workshops and more
than 30 speakers and facilitators,
combining field experience with
policy discussion around the
reform of EU seed legislation, new
genomic techniques and patents,
farmers’ seed systems, genebanks
and breeding innovation, local and
municipal food policies, on-farm
agrobiodiversity, and agroecology
living labs.

Alongside the sessions, a field
visit, shared meals and informal
exchanges gave the Forum its
convivial character and helped
build the alliances that carry the
movement forward.

Rete
Semi
Rurali

Who we are

The European Coordination
Let's Liberate Diversity (EC-LLD!)
is an international nonprofit
organization dedicated to the
dynamic management of
plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture. Our core
belief is that the diversification
of our food systems can

be achieved through the
collaborative efforts of various
stakeholders involved in
cultivated biodiversity.

As an influential platform, EC-LLD! serves as a unique space for
facilitating the exchange of practices and information among
farmers, seed savers, NGO members, and emerging small
enterprises, fostering local actions on agrobiodiversity and promoting

participatory dialogues.

The Coordination boasts a robust network of 25 members with a
network of 170 national organizations operating across 23 European
countries with a membership base exceeding 35,000.

In collaboration with approximately 15,000 farmers, we actively
engage in the conservation and management of around 40,000

plant varieties.
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Forward
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A handover message from
Frank Adams, on behalf
of SEED Luxembourg
Technical Agricultural
School, which hosted

the 14th LLD Forum in
Luxembourg.

On the occasion of the 15th LLD
Forum, please allow me to say

a few words on behalf of SEED
Luxembourg Technical Agricultural
School, which hosted the 14th LLD
Forum in Luxembourg last year. In
2025, we celebrated the twentieth
anniversary of our network, which
was founded in Poitiers, France, in
2005.

Anniversaries are always a good
occasion to celebrate, but they
also mean that one is getting
older. Growing older is not a bad
thing if one accumulates valuable
experience whilst maintaining
the openness to evolve and even
reinvent oneself.

2026 seems on track to become

a decisive year for cultivated
biodiversity in the European Union.
Two important regulations are on
the verge of being adopted: one on
new genomic techniques and one
on the marketing of seeds and other
PRM.

In this context, | would like to
propose an optimistic outlook

for the future. Whilst seeds on

the official market are becoming
increasingly standardised,
centralised, technologised and
privatised, there is a growing
awareness that the better path to
sustainable food production lies in
developing decentralised, diversified
and regional structures that
incorporate traditional genetically
diversified seeds as a starting point.
It is time to increasingly present our
work on cultivated biodiversity as a
path to the future, in order to dispel
the image of preserving the past
once and for all.

| believe we should increasingly
highlight the specific benefits and
services of our work, which are not
yet well understood by society and
policy-makers: namely, the diversity
between varieties, the diversity
within varieties, and the evolutive
processes on farms and in gardens.
This is how | understand the
objective of the “sustainable use of
plant genetic resources”, as set out
in the International Seed Treaty and
the Global Plans of Action.

Perhaps this argument could be
the approach we focus on in order
to gain greater recognition and
support from public authorities.

All the best wishes for your future
endeavours,

Frank Adams,
SEED Luxembourg

LET’S LIBERATE
DIVERSITY!
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The 72 Hours of Biodiversity

72 Hours of Biodiversity’
Festival — 2026 Edition,
organised by RSR and the
Municipality of Scandicci
on 22, 23 and 24 May 2026.

As in previous years, the initiative
was held to mark World Biodiversity
Day on 22 May, with the aim of
raising awareness amongst citizens,
institutions, schools and industry
professionals about the importance
of protecting, conserving and
promoting agricultural biodiversity
as a fundamental element for the
health of ecosystems, food security
and the well-being of commmunities.

The festival took place at the
Castello dell’Acciaiolo, the Orti

della Diversita in Vingone, the

Casa dell’Agrobiodiversita and the
Cabiria cinema in Scandicci, offering
a varied programme of cultural,
scientific, educational, informative
and social events.

The fifth edition of the festival
reaffirmed the approach adopted in
previous years, aimed at promoting
a culture of biodiversity through
initiatives targeting different
audiences: the agrobiodiversity
market, with free participation by
local farms; workshops and cultural
performances for the public;
initiatives dedicated to schools; and
events open to the general public,
such as the official launch of the
Florentine Organic District.

This year, particular emphasis was
placed on the RSR's international
network: running alongside the
festival was the 15th International
‘Let’s Liberate Diversity' Forum, a
key European event for dialogue
between farmers, researchers,
technicians, associations and
institutions committed to the
protection, dynamic management
and development of agricultural
biodiversity.

The festival also highlighted RSR's
partnerships within European
projects, such as ECO-PB (European
Coordination for Plant Breeding)
and COUSIN (Crop Wild Relatives
and Underutilised Species
Improvement Network), which

aim to promote more sustainable
seed systems, participatory genetic
improvement, and the conservation
and use of cultivated biodiversity
and underutilised agricultural
species.

Some figures:

1large market with 80 stalls
selling organic and artisan
products

3 outdoor sporting activities

25 workshops and hands-on
activities for young and old

4 conferences and presentations
4 participatory workshops on
agroecology
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3 theatre performances

4 tastings

3 communal lunches involving
more than 500 people

3 concerts

1 musical reading

1film night

1farm visit

3 art exhibitions

1 fashion show

15th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum 5
Final report 2026



The 72 Hours of Biodiversity

It is estimated that over the
course of the three days and the
opening evening on Thursday
20th, more than 6,000 people
were involved, including members
of the public, industry professionals,
speakers and guests.

It is worth noting that the festival
succeeded in bringing together

a broad and diverse organising
committee, which proved to be an
excellent draw and platform for
promoting and raising awareness
of the themes at the heart of the
festival.

The organisations involved in the
organising committee were:
Scandicci Town Council
European LLD Coordination
Km vero

DEAFAL

Ricciorto

Mani Tese Firenze

Tuscan Horticultural Society
WWOOF Italia

COSPE
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The Forum in numbers

117 participants from 34 countries ond around
90 organisations took part in the Forum in Scandicci.
Among them were farmers, seed savers, breeders,
researchers and academics, advisors and consultants,
students, NGO and civil-society representatives, policy
makers and a journalist.

Headline figures

- N7 participants

- 34 countries

- 91 distinct organisations (rounded to “around 90" in the running text)
- 9 thematic workshops

- more than 30 speakers and facilitators

- 66 participants registered for the field visit

Participants by main activity

Employed 36 - Researcher 32 - Others 20 - Farmer 10 - Advisor 6 -
Student 4 - Self-employed 4 - Teacher/Professor 3 - Policy maker 1

Participants by country

Italy 17 - Hungary 10 - Belgium 9 - Germany 7 - United Kingdom

7 - France 6 - Netherlands 6 - Switzerland 6 - Spain 5 - Austria 4 -
Czechia 3 - Luxembourg 3 - United States 3 - Albania 2 - Bosnia and
Herzegovina 2 - Croatia 2 - Denmark 2 - Greece 2 - Ireland 2 - Nor-
way 2 - Portugal 2 - Serbia 2 - Sweden 2 - Argentina1- Armenial-
Bulgaria1- Finland 1- Georgia 1 Kosovo 1 - Kyrgyzstan 1- Mexico 1 -
Moldova 1- North Macedonia1- Peru 1

.LETS LIBERATE
® DIVERSITY!

15th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum
Final report 2026

7



LiveSeeding

Seed policy and political framing

d

. ,. - ‘ : -_’_. y



LiveSeeding

Three of the nine
workshops were
dedicated to the Horizon
project LiveSeeding, and
shared key outcomes
and reflections emerging
from the project as it
comes to a close. The
sessions focused in
particular on local food
policy, the right to food,
and living labs in relation
to organic breeding and
agroecological transition.

About LiveSeeding

LiveSeeding — Organic seed and
plant breeding to accelerate sus-
tainable and diverse food systems

in Europe — runs from 2022 to 2026
and is coordinated by FiBL Europe.
It is funded by Horizon Europe as an
Innovation Action, together with the
Swiss State Secretariat for Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation and

UK Research and Innovation (grant
agreement 101059872), and brings
together 37 partners across 16 Eu-
ropean countries. EC-LLD and Rete
Semi Rurali are among them.

The project’s aim is to foster the
growth of the organic sector and
the transition towards more sustain-
able local food systems, by deliv-
ering high-quality organic seed of
diverse cultivars adapted to organic
farming across a wide range of
crops. A large part of its work runs
through a network of 17 Living Labs,
where farmers, breeders, seed pro-
ducers and other actors along the
food chain co-create innovation in
real settings.

What the room covered

Two of the three sessions (WS1 and
WS4) approached the same ques-
tion from different angles: what
municipalities can actually do. Cities
and local authorities are emerging
as actors in shaping food systems,
through public procurement and

local market infrastructure, but they
operate with weak legal founda-
tions for food policy at EU level and
with seed systems only marginally
integrated into food-policy frame-
works. WS1 used the right to food

as the frame that links biodiversity,
food policy and rights; WS4 worked
through concrete experiences from
Bergamo and Granollers, and con-
nected local action to the multilevel
governance changes needed to sup-
port municipalities, including Reso-
lution 5/2025 of the FAO Internation-
al Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture.

Both sessions build on a line of work
that LiveSeeding has developed
with the Spanish Network of Munic-
ipalities for Agroecology and Gra-
nollers City Council, and that runs
from the 1st European Symposium
“Fostering Cultivated Biodiversity
through Local Food Policies” (Gra-
nollers, April 2025) to the Granollers
Manifesto and, through it, to Resolu-
tion 5/2025 adopted by the Govern-

Hlive

ing Body of the Plant Treaty in Lima
in November 2025.

The third session (WS7) turned to
Living Labs as collaborative spaces
where farmers, researchers and agri-
food stakeholders co-design and
validate agroecological solutions in
real-world settings, with an empha-
sis on cross-fertilisation and peer
learning across European territories.

All LiveSeeding
outputs

Project website
liveseeding.eu

Full publication
list on Organic
Eprints —

orgprints.org —
LiveSeeding



http://liveseeding.eu 
https://orgprints.org/view/projects/Liveseeding.html
https://orgprints.org/view/projects/Liveseeding.html
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Seeds, Biodiversity and
the Right to Food: The Role of
Municipal Food Policies

The workshop looked at how cities and
municipalities are emerging as critical
actors in shaping food systems, through
public procurement and local market
infrastructure. [t addressed two gaps: the weak
legal foundations for food policy in the EU, and
the limited integration of seed systems into
food-policy frameworks. The LiveSeeding project
served as an entry point connecting these two
dimensions.

The session clarified the role of the right to food
in enabling municipal food policies, showed how
seed systems support resilient food systems,
and identified connections between top-down
frameworksandgrassrootspractices.Participants
worked towards a better understanding of the
place of seeds and cultivated biodiversity in food
resilience, identified policy and funding gaps

between the EU and local levels, considered
the scope for municipal action within current
constraints, and recognised the right to food as
an enabling framework linking biodiversity, food
policy and rights.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
seeds-biodiversity-and-the-right-to-food-the-role-of-
municipal-food-policies/

Related LiveSeeding publications:

Manual on the Integration of Cultivated Biodiversity in
Local Organic and Agroecology-oriented Food Policies
(2025) — doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15914176

Granollers Manifesto: Fostering Cultivated Biodiversity
in European Municipalities (2025) — orgprints.org/id/

eprint/56440

(@))

Facilitator

Mariano lossa
(LiveSeeding Coordinator)

Organizers

HLlive
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/5S4, Enhancing Cultivated
Biodiversity through Local

Food Policies

The workshop explored how municipalities
can play a stronger role in supporting
the dynamic management of cultivated
biodiversity through local food policies.

It examined practical opportunities for local
authorities to integrate cultivated biodiversity
into food strategies and public policies, drawing
on experiences from Bergamo and Granollers,
and connected local action with broader
governance frameworks, including the multilevel
changes needed to support municipalities
and local entities. A representative of the FAO
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture presented Resolution
5/2025 and its relevance for territorial action. The
session was run as an interactive workshop.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-4-local-food-policies/

Related LiveSeeding publications:

Manual on the Integration of Cultivated Biodiversity in
Local Organic and Agroecology-oriented Food Policies
(2025) — the manual behind the Manifesto, with 32
practical examples from European municipalities —
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15914176

Granollers Manifesto: Fostering Cultivated Biodiversity
in European Municipalities (2025) — orgprints.org/id/

eprint/56440

Module 24 — Stakeholder Engagement (Carrascosa,
Gori, Koutis, Spicnagel, 2026) — orgprints.org/id/

eprint/56639

0u=.1"s LIBERATE
® DIVERSITY!

Moderators
Maria Carrascosa (Red de Semillas)
Francesca Gori (Rete Semi Rurali)

(@))

Speakers
Nadia Tonoli (Bergamo Municipality)

Vicen¢ Planas Herrero (Granollers City
Council, food policy officer)

Michela Tudini (FAO — ITPGRFA)
Francesca Cagnola (MUFPP)

Organizers
@® LETS
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Agroecology Living Labs:

Crossfertilization for Promoting
Agrobiodiversity

]

The workshop explored the role of
agroecology-oriented Living Labs as
collaborative spaces for supporting

transformative change in agroecosystems
and food systems.

It looked at how Living Labs bring together
farmers, researchers and agri-food stakeholders
to co-design and validate agroecological
solutionsin real-world settings, with an emphasis
on cross-fertilisation, peer learning and
knowledge exchange across European territories.
The session facilitated exchange among Living
Lab participants, encouraged mutual learning
across different European contexts, and worked
to strengthen
agroecological innovation.

international collaboration in

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-7-cliving-lab-crossfertilization/

Related LiveSeeding publications:

Strengthening organic seed systems: a living lab
approach to collaboration across the value chain and
within society — LiveSeeding Booklet (Gori, Petitti,
Lazzaro, Chable, Carrascosa Garcia, Spicnagel, DPumbir,
2026) — orgprints.org/id/eprint/57768

Report on key factors of success for value chain and
society-supported organic plant breeding, Deliverable
6.3 (Gori and Petitti, 2026) — orgprints.org/id/
eprint/57708

(@))

Speakers

Judit Fehér (KVANN/OMKi)
Korinna Varga (OMKi)
Francesca Gori (RSR)
Virag Nagypal (OMKi)

Organizers

Hlive

Rete
Semi

Q@ Rurali

93 OMKi

—"

AGROECOLOGY

FARTNERSHIP
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Seed policy and political framing

Room 2 was dedicated to
seed policy and political
framing. The sessions
addressed broader
questions around seeds
as commons, democratic
seed systems, the EU
seed law reform, and
current debates on NGTs
and patents.

The timing mattered. The three
sessions ran while the trilogue
negotiations on the new EU Regula-
tion for the production and market-
ing of plant reproductive material
were about to finish, and while the
political discussion on the deregu-
lation of plants derived from New
Genomic Techniques was still open.
WSS used that window to explain
the reform process, set out the
likely outcome of the trilogues, and
encourage participants to take last
actions to influence policymakers.

Several participants left having com-
mitted to concrete steps — a letter, a
call to an MEP.

WS8 stayed with the legal archi-
tecture and its consequences for
practice: patents granted and
applied for on traditional breeding
in Europe, the review of Commu-
nity Plant Variety Rights, what NGT
deregulation would mean for the
practical work of seed savers and
breeders, and how European free
trade agreements are undermining
farmers’ rights in the Global South.
Two conclusions from the room are
worth carrying forward: that organic
breeding is currently more restricted
than supported by policy and legal
frameworks, and that most organic
breeders feel they need access to
more genetic sources to reach their
breeding goals.

WS2 approached the same terrain
from the side of conservation and
access. Global genebank collections,
access to genetic resources and

intellectual property in the Ameri-
cas, and sweet corn breeding across
North and South America were

the entry points into a discussion
on in-situ and ex-situ conservation
in which the room did not agree

— which is itself a fair picture of

the range of positions the network
holds.

Read together, the three sessions
describe a single problem from
three positions: who decides what
a seed is, who may keep it, and who
may use it.

. " LET'S LIBERATE
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Seeds in Common: .
Genebanks, Breeding Innovation,

and the Future of Democratic
Seed Systems

The three speakers presented background
information regarding their respective
roles with seed systems, genetic resources,
breeding, and conservation.

The audience was comprised of several plant
breeders, seed keepers, plant genetic resource
experts and genebank managers. The speakers
focused on global genebank collections (maize
and wheat/CIMMYT), policies and challenges
in the Americas regarding access to genetic
resourcesand intellectual property, and breeding
of sweet corn across North and South America.

Main outcomes

Participants were keentodiscussthe importance
of both in-situ and ex-situ conservation and
there was disagreement amongst the audience
about strategies, showing the diversity of

opinions and backgrounds in the conference.
The conversations were extremely generative
and continued after the session ended.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-2-seeds-in-common-genebanks-breeding-
innovation-and-the-future-of-democratic-seed-

systems/

Presentations

Seeds in Common — slide deck (Lewis / McCluskey) —
download (PDF)

(@))

Speakers
Laurajean Rehmke Lewis (CIMMYT

William Tracy
(University of Wisconsin—-Madison)

Cathleen McCluskey (Organic Seed
Alliance / Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison)

Organizers
If‘@ﬂ ORGANIC
WISCONSIN Seed
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EU Seed Law Reform:

What Does It Mean for Fields

and Plates, and How Can We
Safeguard Seed Diversity?

This workshop was about the ongoing
negotiations on the new Regulation for the
production and marketing of PRM in the EU.
The workshop took place at a crucial time, as the
trilogue negotiations were about to finish. This
was therefore the perfect occasion to inform
about the likely outcome of the trilogues and to
encourage participants to do some last actions
to influence policymakers to adopt measures
that would enhance cultivated biodiversity,
farmers’ seed systems, and the diversity of food
available in our fields and on our plates.

The session started with an exhaustive
explanation of the reform process, focusing
on how the new seed law will influence the
conservation, exchange, marketing, and use
of diverse plant varieties. ARCHE NOAH and

IFOAM Organics Europe presented their main

points of concern as well as the positive results.
Many questions were raised by participants to
understand the technicality of the text and how
it will affect their activities.

Participants then split into small groups to
discuss either the impact of the new law on their
activities, or what they could do to influence the
last steps of the negotiations.

Main outcomes

Participants developed a better understanding
of a complex legal text and how it would affect
them. Several participants committed to
activities to influence the negotiations (e.g. send
a letter, call some MEPs etc).

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/

ws-5-eu-seed-law-reform/

(@))

Speakers

Magdalena Prieler
(Arche Noah — Seed Policy Officer);

Judit Fehér (KVANN)

Caroline Formont
(IFOAM Organics Europe)

Organizers

KVANN

Morwegion Seed Savers

ARCHE NOAH

IR>AM

.?LETS LIBERATE ‘ 13th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum 20
DIVERSITY! Final report 2028



https://liberatediversity.org/events/ws-5-eu-seed-law-reform/ 
https://liberatediversity.org/events/ws-5-eu-seed-law-reform/ 

A_ ¥

@
! )

ariety Protection,
dE N ~ M 4))

bread plants on

Uy ey ' e A Led e pdates
e o { - r o L& il g
, ] P R, ‘




Plant Variety Protection,
NGTs and Patents / updates on

Political Debates and Cooperation amongst
Organic Breeders, Growers and NGOs

We presented the latest research by NO
PATENTS ON SEEDS! in regards to patents
being granted and applied for on traditional
breeding in Europe and the negative
consequences thereof, provided information
on the review process for Community
Plant Variety Rights, and gave an overview
of the political discussions surrounding
the deregulation of plants derived from
New Genomic Techniques (NGTs) in the
EU, focusing on the consequences the
deregulation of NGTs could have for seed
savers and breeders in their practical work.

ARCHE NOAH presented an open-source
breeding programme focused on developing
resistance to the ToBRFV virus in tomatoes. »

(@))

Speakers

Johanna Eckhardt
(No Patents on Seeds!)

Helene Maierhofer (Arche Noah)
Francois Meienberg (APBREBES)

Grietje Raaphorst-Travaille
(Nordic Maize Breeding)

Lena Huattmann (IG Saatgut)

Organizers

NO |PATENTS
ON}: SEEDS!

ARCHE NOAH

\)/ Nordic Maize breeding

fr Breeding for diversity in agriculture

APBREBES

13th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum 29
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» Grietje Raaphorst-Travaille from Nordic
Maize Breeding spoke about her experience
as an organic breeder being directly affected
by patents. And Francois Meienberg from
APBREBES highlighted how European free trade
agreements are undermining farmers’ rights in
the Global South.

Together with the participants, we aimed to
facilitate an exchange on how breeders, growers
and NGOs can navigate this challenging
political landscape, how they can collaborate
effectively, and which steps can be taken to
safeguard traditional
rights in Europe and elsewhere. The interactive
second part of the workshop provided the
opportunity to get to know the participants,
their viewpoints and concerns. One conclusion
was that (organic) breeding seems to be rather
restricted than supported by current policy and
legal frameworks. Another outcome was that

breeding and farmers’

most organic breeders feel they need access to
more genetic sources for working towards their
breeding goals.

Main outcomes

It will continue to be necessary to have a broad
alliance ofbreeders,farmers,NGOs, policy makers,
etc. to provide freedom to operate for breeding
in Europe, in order to protect agrobiodiversity
and food sovereignty and the right to seeds,
and to avoid as well negative consequences of

European policy in a global context. An in-person
exchange at a meeting such as Let's Liberate
Diversity provides a good basis to do so.

One of the results for me (Lena) was that the
attendees were not very firm with the subject
of NGTs. They could well relate to the subjects
of patents and even more to Community Plant
Variety Rights. When it came to NGTs, there
were not many questions and no discussion
developing. As IG Saatgut we decided that we
would like to push the subject more in the LLD
community, as all the people who attended wiill
be directly affected by this legislation.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-8-ngt-and-patents/

Presentations:

No Patents on Seeds! — Johanna Eckhardt —
download (PDF)

Plant Variety Protection in the EU — Francgois
Meienberg — download (PDF)

ToBRFV / Bauernparadeiser — Helene Maierhofer
(Arche Noah) — download (PDF)

NGT Update and Outlook — Lena HUttmann (IG
Saatgut) — download (PDF)

Nordic Maize Breeding — Crietje Raaphorst-Travaille
— download (PDF)
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Room 3 /

Room 3 focused primarily
on community-based
experiences and
movement building. It
brought together local
and regional experiences
from different countries
and contexts, including
urban and rural
initiatives, regional
exchange in Central Asia
and Eastern Europe, and
a concluding session
with an international
perspective on coalition-
building.

WS3 and WS6 both worked from
the ground up. In the Balkans,
partners of the Bilim Alliance shared
how they support rural communi-
ties through collaboration, knowl-
edge exchange and local innovation,

with on-farm conservation present-
ed as a way to protect biodiversity,
strengthen resilience and secure
food supply over the long term; the
Croatian case study went further,
into participatory plant popula-

tion development, growing diverse
varieties together and letting them
adapt to local low-input organic
conditions. In Central Asia and East-
ern Europe, the discussion started
from a shared history — collectivisa-
tion, the collapse of the USSR, rural
outflows and economic shocks —
that weakened smallholder organ-
isational capacity and eroded local
crop diversity, and moved to what

is being built now: an e-school on
para-legals on farmers’ seeds, com-
munity-based seed production, and
analysis of the gaps between formal
and farmer-managed systems.

The same question surfaced in both
rooms and is worth naming: how to
integrate farmer-led knowledge and

community-based seed practices
into national, regional and inter-
national policy without stripping
informal systems of their adaptive
and localised nature.

WSO closed the room by widening
the frame, asking how organic and
agroecological seed networks —
which have emerged as alternatives
to a privatised, consolidated seed
industry — can build a global coali-
tion, and what templates and collec-
tive strategies would let them share
knowledge and evidence of success-
ful resistance to consolidation.







WS3. On-farm Agrobiodiversity
in the Balkan Region: from

Preservation to Plant Population

Development

The workshop was organised in two sessions:

Session 1 — The Bilim Alliance Experiences
(Okvir Zivota, Alica Foundation, Stina,
Albanian Rural Development Network/
COSPE, Ekolinden);

Session 2 — Cosmic Gardeners: Seed
Stewardship from Isolation to Population:
Increasing Genetic Diversity of Common
Crops in Rural Croatia.

Bilim Alliance brings together partners such
as Okvir Zivota, Alica Foundation, Stina, the
Albanian Rural Development Network/COSPE,
and Ekolinden to share practical experiences in
sustainable farming. »

(@))

Speakers

Andrea Ferrante
(Bilim Alliance Secretariat)

Sladjana Savic (Okvir Zivota, Serbia)

Gordana Djuric (Alica Foundation,
Bosnia and Herzegovina)

Danijela Kondic¢ (Alica Foundation)
Tahir Halitay (Stina, Kosovo)

Rozeta Gradeci (Albanian Rural Devel-
opment Network/COSPE, Albania)

Suzana Dimitrievska
(Ekolinden, North Macedonia)

Marcela Velfl
(Cosmic Gardeners, Croatia)

Organizers

¢ Bilim

13th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum 26
Final report 2028

. ‘LETS LIBERATE
® DIVERSITY!



» The first session highlighted how these
organisations support
through collaboration, knowledge exchange,
and local innovation. A key focus was on seed-
related activities, including the preservation,
exchange, and improvement of traditional seed
varieties. On-farm conservation was emphasised
as an important way to protect biodiversity,

rural  communities

strengthen resilience, and ensure long-term
food security.

The second presentation focused on a local case
study demonstrating how increasing the genetic
diversity of crops can enhance resilience, food
security, and sustainability in rural Croatia. The
project explored participatory plant population
development, in which diverse crop varieties are
grown together and allowed to adapt naturally to
local low-input organic conditions. Community
cooperation, seed sharing, and local stewardship
were highlighted as essential for preserving and
further developing crop diversity. The ultimate
goal is to create locally adapted, dynamic crop
populations that can thrive under changing
climatic, social, and economic conditions while
supporting food sovereignty and affordable
access to food.

Main outcomes

Strengthen  cooperation and
exchange among Balkan

knowledge
agroecological

organisations.
Promote on-farm conservation and participatory
plant breeding to enhance agrobiodiversity and
resilience.

Support community seed systems and local
stewardship as key elements of food sovereignty.
Develop future joint workshops and cross-border
initiatives to scale up successful agroecological
practices.
Additional
(Danijela Kondig)

Summary. Emphasis of on-farm and ex situ
conservation of plant genetic resources and
conserving traditional varieties and crop genetic
diversity. Establishing and strengthening
Community Seed Banks. Building local, national,
and international seed networks and promoting
seed exchange and collaborative stewardship of
genetic resources.
Main outcomes.

contribution — Alica Foundation

Each organisation should
develop its own context-specific approach to
governance and programme implementation,
reflecting its capacities,
conditions, and strategic priorities. The design of
activities should be guided by the overarching
objective of conserving biodiversity, with
particular emphasis on agrobiodiversity as a
fundamental component of sustainable food
systems. Conservation efforts should focus not

institutional local

only on safeguarding existing genetic diversity
butalsoonmaintainingtheevolutionary potential
of plant genetic resources. Preserving diverse
genes, alleles, and locally adapted germplasm
is essential for future plant breeding and crop
improvement, enabling the development
of resilient varieties capable of adapting to
changing environmental conditions, emerging
pests and diseases, and evolving agricultural
and societal needs. Therefore, organisational
strategies should integrate conservation,
sustainable use, and collaborative management
of plant genetic resources to ensure that today'’s
biodiversity continues to provide the genetic
foundation for tomorrow’s agriculture.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https://liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-3-on-farm-agrobiodiversity-in-the-balkan-region-
from-preservation-to-plant-population-development/

Presentations:

Cosmic Gardeners — Marcela Velfl (Session 2) —
download (PDF)

Okvir Zivota — presentation — download (PDF)
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WS6. Farmers’ Seed Systems in
the Region of Central Asia and

Eastern Europe: Experience, _
Challenges and Future Directions

The session established a vital cross-regional
dialogue space bridging Central Asia and
Eastern Europe. These regions share a
unique historical legacy, navigating post-
Soviet institutional transformations and
rapid socio-economic transitions, but have
followed diverging policy pathways over the
last few decades.

Central activities addressed:

It was explored how historical restructuring (such
as collectivisation), followed by the collapse of
the USSR, massive rural outflows, and economic
shocks, severely weakened the organisational
capacity of smallholder farmers and dramatically
eroded local crop diversity.

While farmers continue to play a central role
in adapting crops to local agroecological
conditions, these informal systems remain highly
vulnerable to market concentration, regulatory
shifts, climate pressures, and a distinct lack of
recognition in national policy frameworks.

A modern wave of civil society resilience was
highlighted. Smallholder families, activists, and
urban communities are demonstrating a sharp
increase in demand for localised, community-
based food and seed production.

The core of our workshop was built around
four highly practical, localised case studies
that demonstrated how different countries are
tackling these structural gaps: »
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Speakers

Aida Jamangulova (Agency of Initia-
tives for Development, Kyrgyzstan)

Anatolii Albin (Moldova)
Alvina Avagyan (Armeniaq)
Mukhabad Mamadalieva (Tajikistan)

Organizers
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&
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» “E-school on para-legals on farmers’ seeds™
showcasing innovative digital capacity-building
to legally empower farmers, scientists and
activists.

“Agriculture and Agroecology in Republic of
Moldova”: restriction to sell the peasant's seeds.

“Towards Resilient Seed Systems: Gaps and
Challenges in Integrating Formal and Farmers'
Seed Systems (Case of Armenia)”: analysing the
specific friction and integration gaps between
state-level formal frameworks and traditional
farmer-managed systems.

“Current situation on the formation of
community-based seed production in Tajikistan™:
providing a ground-level look at organising local,

structured seed production networks.

A central, highly engaging debate emerged
around the coexistence of formal and informal
seed governance frameworks. Participants
intensely discussed the delicate balance of
how to integrate farmer-led knowledge and
community-based seed practices into national,
regional, and policies without
stripping informal systems of their organic,
adaptive, and localised nature. The room strongly

international

resonated with the shared need for cross-border
cooperation to build evidence-based advocacy,
ensuring post-Soviet and Central Asian farmer
perspectives are no longer invisible in global
policy discussions.

Main outcomes

The workshop successfully moved beyond
regional dialogue to establish concrete, forward-
looking strategic pathways for stakeholders in
Central Asia and Eastern Europe.
Aprimaryactionitemisthedevelopmentofpolicy
mechanisms that facilitate a complementary,
legal coexistence between formal and informal
(farmer-managed) seed systems. This includes
creating balanced governance frameworks that
protect agrobiodiversity without over-regulating
local practices.

Establishing structured, cross-border exchange
platforms between European and Central Asian
civil society organisations, researchers, and
farmers to share operational models (such as
replicating the para-legal E-school model or
community-based seed banks).

Mobilising collaborative regional initiatives to
elevate the visibility of post-Soviet and Central
Asian agricultural realities in international policy
forums, ensuring that farmer-led knowledge
is integrated into national and global climate-

resilience strategies.

Future research must focuson a granularanalysis
of legal and bottlenecks that
prevent traditional landraces and farmer seeds
from entering formal recognition processes. The
group identified a critical next step to collectively
seek targeted funding opportunities and
international partnerships capable of sustaining
grassroots seed-production initiatives.

institutional

Links and materials

Workshop page — https:/liberatediversity.org/events/
ws-6-central-asia/

Presentations:
Moldova — Anatolii Albin — download (PDF)

Armenia — Alvina Avagyan (Towards Resilient Seed
Systems) — download (PDF)

Tajikistan — Mukhabad Mamadalieva — download

(PDF)
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WS9. Affectionate Alliances and

Exploratory Mindsets: Building a

Global Coalition of Agroecological Seed
Networks for Evolutionary Radical Futures

The workshop addressed how organic and
agroecological seed networks have emerged
as alternatives to a privatised, consolidated
seed industry, and explored how these
networks use participatory-based methods
and radical imaginaries to build diverse seed
systems.

Participants discussed templates and collective
strategies to advance agroecological seed
systems within nations and regions and across
the globe, co-creating approaches to share
knowledge and evidence of successful resistance
to consolidation. Topics included community
breeding projects, alternative intellectual
property models, and the monitoring of public

seed banks. The session wasrun asa participatory
workshop, crowdsourcing existing resources and
developing collaborative strategies.

Links and materials

Workshop page — https://liberatediversity.org/events/

ws-8-ngt-and-patents-359/
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Speakers

Holly Silvester (The Gaia Foundation —
Seed Sovereignty Programme)

Edwin Nuijten (ECO-PB)

Cathleen McCluskey (Organic Seed
Alliance / University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison)

Organizers
- ' _—— Ihe
@ Gaia
Foundation
ORGANIC Federatie van
see Agro-ecologische
ALLIANCE Boeren£p
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Tasting activity / Cousin

The Forum hosted a tasting activity focused
on food prototypes that could be developed
from Crop Wild Relatives, organized by
COUSIN project partners UCP (Universidade
Catolica Portuguesa).

The activity reflected the project's research
exploring how CWRs can be commercialized and
used in culinary applications. For the successful
mainstreaming of CWRs in the food systems, the
development of food products that appeal to the
consumer is essential where these food products
should not only demonstrate technological
feasibility but also possess market potential
particularly in the current context where
sustainability is gaining considerable attention.
To introduce CWRs in the world of domesticated
crops, it is crucial to adopt a strategic approach
that incorporates the development of innovative
food prototypes. Such prototypes can assist in
understanding the consumer behaviour and
preferences, ultimately contributing to greater
consumer acceptance of the “Crop Cousins”.

The event brought together COUSIN partners,
participants of the LLD Forum and citizens
attending the “72 hours of biodiversity festival”.
The tasting menu included roasted barley tea,
lettuce pesto, pea and berry fruit leather, and
barley muffins while the roasted wheat tea, wheat
pasta and pea couscous was demonstrated as
packaged food products. The prototypes were
developed at the Kitchen lab at Universidade
Catdlica Portuguesa, Porto. The food product
development activities involved experimentation
with various formulations and processing
parameters to achieve sensorially appealing and
technologically feasible food products.

At the end of the activity, participants completed
a survey to evaluate the proposed food prototypes,
and comments from the tasters contributed to
the project’s research on future food applications
of CWRs.

.LETS LIBERATE
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Field Visit / Rosario Floriddia

Peccioli (Pl)

The field visit took place at Azienda Agricola
Biologica Floriddia, an organic farm that
collaborates with Rete Semi Rurali by
dedicating part of its fields to research
activities, experimentations and dynamic
management of biodiversity.

The visit was organized with the contribution of
the COUSIN project, coinciding with the start of
its Annual Meeting. COUSIN partners involved
in flagship crop group Wheat and in Task 4.3
organized a participatory evaluation of the
experimental plots hosted by the farm. Among
the materials showcased were several wheat
crops developed and studied within the COUSIN
project, provided by partners ATK and RSR.

Almost 100 participants were divided into four
groups, and the field was organized into four
stations, each one covering one part of the
experimental plots. Groups rotated through the
stations, examined the plots and completed the
associated survey.

Three surveys were used in total:
Best and Worst, and Why
Scoring of different traits

Scoring of overall appreciation

The activity provided participants with an
opportunity to directly observe the COUSIN
project’s work in the field, exchange and compare
perspectives, provide feedback, and reflect on
different aspects of crop evaluation. The results
and feedback collected during the activity were
subsequently used in COUSIN's Work Package 4
session at the Annual Meeting, where they helped
initiate discussions on the opportunities and
challenges associated with participatory plant
breeding (PPB).
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

I
NAME ORGANISATION COUNTRY EMAIL ADDRESS
Abigail Cooke UK Grain Lab United Kingdom VWV
Adéle Pautrat ARC2020 / Seeds4All Belgium
Agnese Boccalon ACR+ Belgium
Aicha Bourad Reseau Semences Paysannes (RSP) France
Allison Acton FAO Treaty Italy
Alvina Avagyan Scientific Centre of Vlegetable and Industrial ~ Armenia
Crops Armenia
Anatolie Albin Gradina Moldovei Moldova
Andrea Ferrante Schola Campesina Italy

Andrea Steinegger
Anna Kanshieva
Anna Katalin Fekete
Arena Donata

Azizaj Evelina

Balint Balazs

Alexandra Baumgartner
Bigongiali Federica
Borbala Lipka

Branca Ferdinando

ProSpecieRara - Switzerland
FAO

OMKi

University of Catania

ANRD-Albanian Network for Rural
Development

ESSRG

SEED CARRIERS

Fondazione Seminare il Futuro
Maghaz Association

University of Catania

Switzerland
Italy
Hungary
Italy
Albania

Hungary
Switzerland
Italy
Hungary
Italy
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 2 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

Carimi Cortez Ribeiro
Carl Vollenweider
Carolina Rizzi Starr
Caroline Formont

Cathleen McCluskey

Christian Boury-Esnault
Christian Schob

Colin Robertson
Cristiano Vianello
Cyrille Pacteau

Danijela Kondi¢
Desclaux Dominique
Devra Jarvis

Donna Smith

Dunja Drustvena B. Sjemena
Dylan Wallman

Edwin Nuijten

Elisa Pizarro Carbonell
Elisabetta Rossetti
Eloisa Caixeta Cunha

Enrico Cresta

Irish Seed Savers Association

Dottenfelder Bio-Saat GmbH

IFOAM Organics

University of Wisconsin-Madison +
Organic Seed Alliance

URJC

SEED

The Raffaella Foundation
Reseau Semences Paysannes (RSP)
Foundation Alica

INRAE

The Raffaella Foundation (US)
Scottish Crofting Federation
ZMAG

Foreningen Sesam

ECO-PB

APRISCO

The Raffaella Foundation
FAO right to food

Bioleft Argentina

Ireland
Germany
Italy
Belgium

United States

France

Spain
Luxembourg
Italy

France

Bosnia and Herzegovina
France

United States
United Kingdom
Croatia

Sweden
Netherlands
Spain

Italy

Italy

Italy
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 3 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

Erkki Lehtimaki

Fadi Kanso

Federica Varini

Francesco Cagnola
Francois Meienberg
Frank Adams

Frederik van Oudenhoven
Fruzsina Szira

Gabriela Aquije Zegarra

Gordana burié

Gradeci Rozeta Gradeci
Grietje Raaphorst-Travaille
Gyongyi Gyoréné Kis
Hannes Lorenzen
Harsimran Kaur

Helene Maierhofer

Holly Silvester
Huttmann Lena

Johan Siboni

Maatiainen

Sativa

TBD

MUFP

ProSpecieRara - Switzerland

SEED

Federatie van Agro-ecologische Boeren

OMKi

FHNW - Hochschule fur Gestaltung und

Kunst Basel (HGK)

Foundation Alica

COSPE

Nordic Maize breeding

OMKi

ARC2020

Universidade Catdlica Portuguesa
Arche Noah

Gaia Foundation Seed Sovereignty
Programme

Interessengemeinschaft fur
gentechnikfreie Saatgutarbeit

Landsorten

Finland

Italy
Germany
Italy
Switzerland
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Hungary

Peru

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Albania

Netherlands

Hungary

Belgium

Portugal

Austria

United Kingdom
Germany

Denmark
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 4 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

Johanna Eckhardt
Joost Sleiderink
Judit Feher

Julia Cooper

Karin Ulmer

Kata Fodor

Klara Hrda
Korinna Varga
Laurajean R. Lewis
Lilla Toth

Lindr Martin
Louisa Dever
Louise Vercruysse
Louise Windfeldt
Luca Palazzo
Madalena Eisele C.V. André

Madina Sadirdinova

Magdalena Prieler
Manon Well

Marcela Velfi

No patents on seed

Luis Bolk Institute

KVANN - Norwegian Seed Savers
Organic Research Centre UK

Consultant for Seed for Agroecology
projeect (Brot fuer die Welt / HEKS EPER )

ESSRG

Seminkovna, z. s.

OMKi

CIMMYT

OMKi

Zakladni organizace CZS osada Malina
CERATIUM

University of Antwerp

Danish Seed Savers

Rete Agricoltura Naturale
Association Quinta das Aguias

Seed Community for Central Asia and
East Europe

Arche Noah
Artemisia AISBL

Cosmic gardeners

Austria
Netherlands
Norway

United Kingdom

Belgium

Hungary
Czechia
Hungary
Mexico
Hungary
Czechia
United Kingdom
Belgium
Denmark
Italy
Portugal
Kyrgyzstan

Austria
Belgium

Croatia
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 5 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

Maria Carrascosa
Maria Megyeri

Maria Messner

Maria Tzannetou
Mariam Jorjadze
Mariano lossa
Mariateresa Lazzaro
Marina Dervisevic Milenkovic
Mario Marino

Martina Huber
Matteo Petitti
Maxime Schmitt
Maya Piotrowska
Michael Daddio
Michela Tudini
Michelle Perrin-Taillat
Mirco Donati

Monika Messmer

Nadia Tonoli

Natasha Foote

Red de Semillas

OMKi

Casa delle Semenze delle Alpi Marittime
Aegilops

ELKANA - Organic farmers association
FiBL europe

FiBL

Okvir zivota

FAQO Treaty

Oxfam Novib

Rete Semi rurali

MSPM

Oxfam Novib

Die Letzte Mohre

FAO ITPGRFA

SEED

USL Toscana Centro

FiBL Research Institute of Organic
Agriculture, ECO-PB

Bergamo Municipality

Journalist

Spain
Hungary
Italy

Greece
Georgia
Belgium
Switzerland
Serbia

Italy
Netherlands
Italy

France
Netherlands
Germany
Italy
Luxembourg
Italy

Switzerland

Italy

Belgium
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LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 6 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

Paolo Sanguinetti

Paul Muto

Planas Vincenc

Ralitsa Tsingou

Rashed Reban Rashed
Raul Longhini
Rezacova Lukaskova Zuzana
Ritchie Head

Rocio Lanthier

Rohde Sophie

Roman Lenz

Sandra Goritschnig
Sebastian Kretschmer
Sladjana Savic

Suzana Dimitrievska
Svetla Nikolova

Tahir Halitaj

Theo Van Hintum
Verena Simon-Kutscher
Veronique Chable

Viradg Nagypal

CASAM
Durham University
Granollers City council

Aegilops

Irish Seed Savers Association
Seminkovna

CERATIUM

Landbauschule Dottenfelderhof e.V.
Nord University

Genbdnkle e.V.

ECPGR

University Witten Herdecke

Okvir zivota

ZZ Eko -llinden

PoleRani Association

Women's Association “Stina”
Wageningen

gzpk

Reseau Semences Paysannes (RSP)

OMKi

Italy

United Kingdom
Spain

GCreece

Sweden

Ireland

Czechia

United Kingdom
Germany
Norway
Germany

Italy

Germany

Serbia

North Macedonia
Bulgaria

Kosovo
Netherlands
Switzerland
France

Hungary

. .l ET'S LIBERATE

® DIVERSITY!

15th Let’s Liberate Diversity! Forum
Final report 2026

43



LIST OF PARTICI PANTS II 7 *The list includes only who agreed to share their information

I

Virginia Altavilla Casa delle semenze delle Alpi Marittime Italy

Virginia Lynch Central European University Austria

William Tracy University of Wisconsin-Madison United States

Xénia Torras Torras Associacio L'Era Spain
Universidad Nacional de San Martin Argentina
(UNSAM)
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The next edition will take place in Norwayin

June 2027. We look forward to seeing you there!



