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u Spotlighting and promoting the work

of rural players relying on

agrobiodiversity to implement

alternative economic models.

u Creating synergies and facilitating

cooperations at local and EUlevel .

u Amplifying voices from the field

within political institutions .

u Raising awareness about the benefits

of agrobiodiversity and the

sustainable initiatives to support.

A project by the Agricultural and Rural Convention (ARC2020) / www.arc2020.eu

To support the transition to 

seed diversification practices 

on an economic scale

contact@seeds4all.eu / www.seeds4all.eu

http://www.arc2020.eu/
mailto:contact@seeds4all.eu
http://www.seeds4all.eu/




How can we ensure the economic development of

projects that are beneficial to cultivated

biodiversity and rural renaissance?

u Overview of the speakersõprojects with a particular focus on the obstacles

they face in their commitment to local cultures and breeds.

u The audience gets the floor ! Are you engaged in any other related projects

that youõdlike to present?

u Whatõsa social cooperative ? Short introduction to this model of

organisation by Kate Carmody, from the Hemp and Flax cooperative of

Ireland.

u Collective brainstorming on how to adapt this model to the Irish context

and the textile production sector specificities .



AppleOak FibreWorks



History 2007 - 2023

Å Started by Jennifer Lienhard in 2007

Å Teaching Knitting, Crocheting, felting,

Å Dyeing and fibre supply on Etsy

Å 2011 Focus on Dyeing yarn and online 

fibre supply

Å 2013 Start attending trade shows to 

sell  and advertise

Å 2015 started contract dyeing for 

clients

Å 2018 Established current premises for 

larger scale dyeing, shop and teaching 

space 



Sustainability and the Circular model

Å All Dyeing is done with harvested rain 

water.

Å After Dyeing all waste water is treated 

through settlement tanks, reed beds 

and evergreen planting.

Å All dye plant waste and cardboard is 

composted through a wormery

Å Compost is used to grow dye plants 



Biodiversity and seed production

Å Over last 10 years developing recipes to 
create Irish grown colour palette 

Å Growing dyes in Ireland at home since 
2013, at a medium scale through Irish 
Seedsavers since 2019

Å This year we will start growing on a 
larger scale for workshops, own use, and 
seed production 

Å Different varieties of same dye plant 
give different colour tones therefore 
aiming to increase diversity in our 
collection 

Å Currently researching gene banks and 
conservation organisations for varieties -
somewhat challenging as no specific 
conservation of dye plants

Å Will be doing variety trials from seed to 
seed including dyeing trials























Agrobiodiversity in 

Animal Fibre Systems



Agrobiodiversity 

in Animal

Fibre Systems

Å Quality fleece depends on 

nutrition

Å Nutrition depends on 

diversity in grass and forage


